of Maharashtra, to whom shall I turn?" He fell silent,
then spoke again: "I have been working for Swaraj
all along, but I have avoided uttering that word. But
now it devolves upon me to keep Lokamanya's slogan
alive and effective: it must not be allowed to sink into
silence. And the banner of Swaraj which this brave
warrior had raised must not be lowered for a moment."
Bapu joined Lokamanya's funeral procession that
day, and lent his shoulder to the bier. But he was grieved
that the crowds were not as silent and serious as they
should have been on that solemn occasion. He felt it
very deeply. However, later on, he saw the thing from
another angle and was comforted. When he returned to
Ahmedabad and gave us his post-prayer talk, he said,
describing the whole incident: "After all, that vast
crowd had not gathered there to mourn. It was there
to offer homage to its great leader. How then could
we expect from it the solemn dignity of grief?55
54. PRINCIPLES BEYOND PURCHASE
This is an incident from 1921. The Gujarat Vidya-
pith had just been founded in Ahmedabad, but the
constitution had yet to be finalized. I had much to do
with this, and I was working like a demon, day and
night, to get the thing going properly. One day we
were having a meeting of our Senate, and Mr. Andrews,
who was present by invitation, posed a question : "Will
Harijans be allowed to attend the College, or won't
they?" I answered promptly : "Of course they will!"
But there were many members of the Senate whose
minds were not prepared for this drastic social reform.
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